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(57) Abstract: A hazard detector has an electronic circuit with a 
start-up program for causing emission of a local indicator signal, 
such as a flashing signal from a LED, if power and ground ter- 
minals of the detector are connected with proper orientation, i.e. 
polarity, to power and ground lines of a power supply. Through 
this means, a person installing the hazard detector can tell imme- 
diately after connection if the detector has been connected with 
proper orientation, and avoids the need for introducing a hazard 
such as heat or smoke to test the operation of the detector. A 
variation uses a more sophisticated program that disables, dur- 
ing a test mode, complex filtering algorithms that are used by 
detectors to block false alarm signals; if such filtering is not dis- 
abled, impedes normal testing of the detectors. 
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